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CONTEXTE

2020 marquera les 50¢, 33° et 25° anniversaires
de la célébration du Mois de |'Histoire des Noirs,
respectivement aux Etats-Unis, au Royaume-Uni
et au Canada.

2020 marquera les esprits au mois de février car
c'est la premiere année durant laquelle cet
évenement se déroulera sur le continent africain
avec l'implication de la société civile, des
associations, des acteurs culturels et
économiques, des chercheurs, des historiens et
des autorités.

Nous, organisateurs considérons que faire
connaitre I'histoire des noirs aux autres peuples a
travers le monde c'est bien, mais qu'il est temps
gue nous-mémes apprenions notre histoire et
gue nous soyons fiers de ce que nous sommes
pour I'humanité et pour le monde.

La décolonisation mentale passe par la
réappropriation de toute la richesse identitaire
des peuples noirs. La valorisation et la promotion
du patrimoine culturel africain sont des actions
qui commencent avec la conscientisation des
ndtres pour mieux la diffuser au reste du monde.

Black History Month Africa est le nom choisi par
les organisateurs pour cette commémoration
d'envergure qui se déroulera du 1°" au 29 février
de chaque année, sous le regard bienveillant et la
bénédiction des batisseurs de I'Afrique du monde
visible et invisible.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mois DE L'HISTOIRE DES NOIRS, EN AFRIQUE

CONTEXT

2020 will mark the 50th, the 33rd and the 25th
anniversaries of the Black History Month in the
United States, the United Kingdom and Canada,
respectively.

2020 will mark the spirits in February because it
will be the first year during which this event will
take place in the African continent with the
involvement of civil society, associations, cultural
and economic actors, researchers, historians and
authorities.

We, as organizers, consider raising people’s
awareness about black history around the world,
but it is also time for us to learn our history and
be proud of who we are as humans.

Mental decolonization involves taking back all the
identity wealth of black people. Valorization and
promotion of African cultural heritage are actions
that begin with our awareness to better
disseminate it to the rest of the world.

Black History Month Africa is the name chosen
by the organizers for this major commemoration,
which will take place from February 1st to 29th
each year, under the benevolent gaze and
blessing of the world's visible and invisible African
builders.



Cette commémoration Black History Month Africa / Mois de
I'Histoire des Noirs en Afrique qui se déroulera dans 10 pays
d'Afrique, du ler au 29 février 2020, propose un regard sur
le "Mois de I'histoire des Noirs" vu et vécu par des africains
du continent, avec la contribution des afro descendants de la
Caraibe ; et non pas avec un regard de "noirs américains".
Nous disons qu'il s'agit d'une premiere sur le continent
africain, car la grande majorité des populations des pays
francophones d'Afrique et méme certains pays anglophones
du continent n'étaient pas au courant de cette
commémoration, encore moins l'organiser. L'ONG Africa
Mondo a I'origine de cet événement international associe les
associations, la société civile, les entrepreneurs, les
universités, les chercheurs et les autorités au Mois de
I’histoire des Noirs en Afrique, afin que le plus grand nombre
puisse y étre associé.

Nous avons d'innombrables personnalités africaines du
continent qui ont des citations, des oeuvres et des actions qui
ont contribué a batir le continent africain. Notre jeunesse
doit connaitre notre histoire pour savoir ou elle va !

En cette Décennie Internationale des personnes
d'ascendance africaine, 2015 - 2024, déclarée par I'ONU, le
Mois de I'histoire des Noirs AFRIQUE se matérialise pour que
les africains racontent eux-mémes leur histoire qui est celle
de I'humanité.

L'histoire des africains n'a pas débuté avec I'esclavage ou le
colonialisme, mais avec des Rois et des Reines Africains. Voila
toute I'histoire du Continent africain que nous voulons faire
connaitre aux jeunes et méme aux ainés.

Bien-slr, nous remercions Carter Woodson d'avoir initié
d'abord "la semaine négre" en février 1926 aux Etats-Unis...
et le leader des Black United Students de la Kent State
Université pour son expansion en "Mois de ['histoire des
noirs" en février 1970. Reconnu officiellement par le
gouvernement américain en 1976. Rappelons que I'objectif
initial de ladite manifestation était de coordonner
I'enseignement des Noirs ameéricains dans les écoles
publiques.

Mais, c'est fort de cet héritage, que nous constatons tous
qu'en Afrique, tout comme aux Antilles, notre histoire a
toujours été clairsemée, dépouillée et vidée de sa substance
et est encore trés mal enseignée voire pas du tout dans les
manuels scolaires.

Africa Mondo étant tres active dans I'organisation du Mois
de I'histoire des Noirs a Québec au Canada, s'est sentie
investie de cette mission qui est celle de porter cette
commémoration sur le continent africain, compte tenu de
ses objectifs. Ainsi, nous proposons en Afrique, pour la
premiere fois, avec la bienveillance de nos ainés, un "regard
africain et afro caribéen" du "Mois de I'histoire des noirs"
pour célébrer I'histoire des africains du Continent et de la
diaspora afro caribéenne.

#BlackHistoryMonthAfrica #BHMA est tout, sauf un
"spectacle" | C'est une commémoration hautement
symbolique qui a un sens prononcé dans notre histoire et qui
va influer sur notre avenir commun.

This Black History Month Africa commemoration, which will
take place in 10 African countries, from February 1st to 29th,
2020, offers a glance at "Black History Month" seen and lived
by Africans on the continent, with the contribution of Afro-
descendants of the Caribbean ; and not with a look of "black
Americans".

We say that this is a first on the African continent, because the
vast majority of populations of the francophone countries
Africa and even some English-Speaking countries the continent
were not aware of this commemoration let alone to organize
it. The NGO Africa Mondo at the origin of this international
event brings together associations, the civil society, the
entrepreneurs, universities, the Researchers and authorities in
Black History Month in Africa, so that as many people as
possible can to be associated.

We have countless African personalities from the continent
who have quotes, works and actions that have helped to build
the African continent. Our youth must know our story to know
where it is going!

In this International Decade of People of African Descent 2015-
2024, declared by the UN, the Black History Month AFRICA is
materialized so that Africans themselves tell their story which
is that of humanity.

The history of Africans did not begin with slavery or
colonialism, but with African Kings and queens. This is the
whole history of the African continent that we want to make
known to young people and even seniors.

Of course, we thank Carter Woodson for being the initiator of
the "Negro Week" in February 1926 in the United States ... and
the leader of the Black United Students at Kent State
University for his its expansion into "The month of The Black
story" in February 1970. and officially recognized by the United
States Government in 1976. It is worth recalling that the
original purpose of the event was to coordinate the teaching
of black Americans in public schools.

It is strong of this heritage, that we all observe that in Africa,
just in the West Indies or Antilles, our history has always been
sparse, stripped and emptied of its substance and is still very
badly or not at all in the school manuals.

Africa Mondo is very active in the organization of Black History
Month in Quebec City (Canada) and has invested in this
mission to bring this commemoration the African continent,
given its objectives. Thus, we propose in Africa, for the first
time, with the benevolence of our elders in "African and Afro-
Caribbean look of" on "Black History Month" to celebrate the
history of Africans of the continent and the Diaspora Afro
Caribbean.

#BlackHistoryMonthAfrica #BHMA is anything but a "show"! It
is a highly symbolic commemoration that has a strong meaning
in our history and will affect our common future.



/

QUI PORTE L'INITIATIVE ?

Dans le cadre de I'organisation pour la premiere fois en Afrique de
la commémoration du Mois de I|'Histoire des Noirs prévue en
février 2020, a l'initiative de [I'organisation canadienne et
béninoise Africa Mondo, des personnalités de la société civile
décident de créer la Fédération Internationale des Tables Rondes
du Mois de I'Histoire des Noirs.

Cette entité fédere les Tables Rondes (associations a but non
lucratif) de tous les pays participants a la premiére édition du Mois
de I'Histoire des Noirs en Afrique, en février 2020, ainsi que toute
personne morale ou physique qui souhaite prendre part aux
activités du Mois, pour promouvoir les activités relatives a
I’histoire des communautés noires, des personnes d'ascendance
africaine et plus largement, le continent africain.

MISSIONS DE LA FEDERATION ET DES TABLES RONDES

- Fédérer toute personne morale et physique autour du Mois de
I'Histoire des Noirs

- Produire des outils pédagogiques

- Diffuser les informations relatives aux populations d'ascendance
africaine et de I'Afrique en général

- Promouvoir les événements et activités qui ont lieu pendant le
Mois de I’histoire des Noirs

- Aider et soutenir les organismes, individus et institutions qui
veulent s’impliquer d’une maniére ou d’une autre dans les
activités liées au Mois de I'histoire des Noirs et lutter contre le
racisme, la xénophobie et la haine

- Développer un cadre et une structure qui favorisent les acteurs
sociaux qui travaillent aux enjeux, aux défis et aux problématiques
touchant les communautés noires, tant aux niveaux social et
économique que culturel et éducatif, tout en respectant I'esprit
du Mois de I’histoire des Noirs

- Réaliser une programmation spécifique au Mois de I’histoire des
Noirs qui mette en évidence les enjeux sociaux, économiques,
culturels, éducatifs et institutionnels qui touchent les
communautés noires dans le monde.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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WHO CARRIES THE
PROJECT?

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERATION OF ROUND TABLES

As part of the organization of the commemoration of the
Black History Month in Africa for the first time planned in
February 2020, at the initiative of the Canadian and Beninese
organization Africa Mondo, personalities of civil society
decide to create the International Federation of Round
Tables of the Black History Month.

This entity brings together the Round Tables (non-profit
associations) of all participating countries to the first edition
of the Black History Month in Africa, in February 2020. It also
includes any natural or legal person who wishes to take part
in the activities of the Month as well, to promote activities
related to the history of black communities, people of African
descent and more broadly, the African continent.

MISSION OF THE FEDERATION AND ROUND TABLES
- Federate every moral and physical person around the Black
History Month;
- Produce educational tools;
- Disseminate information on populations of African descent
and Africa in general;
- Promote events and activities that take place during the
Black History Month;
- Assist and support organizations, individuals and
institutions that want to become involved in
the Black History Month’s activities and fight against racism,
xenophobia and hate in one way or
another;
- Develop a framework and structure that promotes social
actors working on issues, challenges
and issues affecting Black communities, at the social,
economic, cultural and educational levels,
while respecting the spirit of the Black History Month;
- Carry out a specific program for the Black History Month
that highlights the social, economic,
cultural, educational and institutional issues that affect Black
communities around the world.

Africa 31()Nn($ 5
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Why organize Black History
Month in Africa?

When this initiative was born in the United States,

President Gerald Ford called on Americans "to seize
the opportunity to honor the successes too often
neglected of black Americans in all areas throughout
our history."

In Africa now, starting from this year 2020, 50 years
after the first edition of Black History Month in the
United States, we, women, mothers and girls, are
h urging the African nations and all Afro-descendants
\ of the Black Continent to celebrate, recognize, honor,
value and promote all its children in a strong way; that
Melina SEYMOUR is, the governments of African states, like in the United
President of Africa Mondo States, Canada, and the United Kingdom before,

General coordinator recognize and place this event on their agenda as a
Black History Month Africa lighthouse.

The past is the past, and we cannot change it, but the future belongs to
us, and it is up to us to make it wonderful. We have an indispensable duty to remember and recall
history as every self-respecting nation, but the Black History Month celebrated in Africa must be a key
event to weave the bonds of hope so as to move forward on all economic, ecological, solidarity, social,
cultural, scientific levels.

It is in no way about self-flogging by taking up old discourses that divide us such as "the Negroes have
sold their brothers." The Guadeloupian that | am and the generation to which | belong wish that Black
History Month in Africa be the witness of our reconciliation to build the present and build the future
on bases that go far beyond slavery, to which we are perpetually attached. This is why, this first edition
immediately fits, in the present, to draw the economic and solidarity contours of the contribution of
the black continent in the world economy for the years to come.

The first countries on the African continent to make history through this event, will allow all afro
descendants around the world to be powerful symbols that will now open all possible paths.

Contacts: melina.seymour@gmail.com / WhatsApp +1 581 985 0937 / www.melinaseymour.com

BLACK
HISTORY
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

ORIGIN

Black History Month is an annual observance originating in
the United States, where it is also known as African-
American History Month. It has received official recognition
from governments in the United States and Canada, and
more recently has been observed unofficially in the United
Kingdom. It began as a way for remembering important
people and events in the history of the African descendants.
Itis celebrated in February in the United States and Canada,
while in the United Kingdom it is observed in October. The
precursor event to Black History Month was created in 1926
in the United States, when historian Carter G. Woodson and
the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History
announced the second week of February to be the "Negro
History Week". This week was chosen because it coincided
with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on February 12" and
Frederick Douglass on February 14", both of which dates
black communities had celebrated together since the late
19" century. Negro History Week was the center of the
equation. The thought-process behind the week was never
recorded, but scholars acknowledge two reasons for its
birth: recognition and importance. Woodson felt deeply
that at least one week would allow for the general
movement to become something annually celebrated. Also,
after the ten years long haul to successfully complete his
"Journal of Negro History", he realized the subject deserved
to resonate with a greater audience.

United States: Black History Month (1970)

Black History Month was first proposed by black educators
and the Black United Students at Kent State University in
February 1969. The first celebration of Black History Month
took place at Kent State one year later, from January 2, 1970
— February 28, 1970.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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Six years later, Black History Month was being
celebrated all across the country in educational
institutions, centers of Black culture and community
centers, both great and small, when President Gerald
Ford recognized Black History Month, during the
celebration of the United States Bicentennial. He
urged Americans to "seize the opportunity to honor
the too-often neglected accomplishments of black
Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our
history".

United Kingdom (1987)

Black History Month was first celebrated in the United
Kingdom in 1987. It was organized through the
leadership of Ghanaian analyst Akyaaba Addai-Sebo,
who had served as a coordinator of special projects
for the Greater London Council (GLC) and created a
collaboration to get it underway. It was first
celebrated in London.

Canada (1995)

In 1995, after a motion by politician Jean Augustine,
representing the riding of Etobicoke—Lakeshore in
Ontario, Canada's House of Commons officially
recognized February as Black History Month and
honored Black Canadians. In 2008, Senator Donald
Oliver moved to have the Senate officially recognize
Black History Month, which was unanimously
approved.
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Théme en février 2020 :

L'apport du continent africain et des
Afro-descendants dans I'économie
mondiale

Theme February 2020:

The contribution of the African
continent and Afro-descendants
to the global economy

2015 - 2024
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

First Edition
Main topic

CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN
CONTINENT AND THE AFRO-
DESCENDANTS TO THE GLOBAL

ACTIVITY POLE 1

HISTORY
REMEMBRANCE
HERITAGE

All pedagogical activities
and transmission of
knowledge (conference,
documentary series,
exhibition, pilgrimage,
visit of historical places
...) which bring together
an audience to inform
and share on the main
theme from a historical
point of view.

ECONOMY

ACTIVITY POLE 2

ENTREPRENEURIAT
DEVELOPPEMENT
ECONOMIQUE
LEADERSHIP

All activities
(conference,
competition, exhibition-
sale, Gala evening,
award ceremony...) that
aim to recognize, value
and honor African
entrepreneurial
leadership.

BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH

AFRICA

ACTIVITY POLE 3

ARTS
CULTURE
SPORT

All activities
(conference,
documentary series,
tournaments, concerts,
artistic and literary
performances, sporting
events, exhibitions,
pilgrimages, visits to
museums ...) that
highlight black culture
and its contribution to
the economy.
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APPEL A PROJETS

Les organisateurs du Black History Month Africa organiseront des événements phares durant le
mois de février. Néanmoins, dans le but d'impliquer un maximum d'acteurs : associations, ONG,
Université, collectivités, Institutions, Ambassade des Etats-Unis...un appel a projets sera lancé du
1" octobre au 15 décembre 2019. Toute activité retenue par le comité d'organisation et de la
programmation aura le label BLACK HISTORY MONTH - AFRICA MONDO.

Les associations et ONG di{iment déclarées qui proposeront des activités respectant le cahier des
charges des organisateurs a travers le cadre conceptuel, pourront bénéficier d'une aide
financiere.

CALL FOR PROJECTS

The organizers of Black History Month Africa will host key events during the month of February.
Nevertheless, in order to involve a maximum number of actors: associations, NGOs, Universities,
communities, Institutions, the Embassy of the United States ... a call for projects will be launched
from October 1%t to December 15%, 2019. All activities selected by the organizing and

programming committee will have the BLACK HISTORY MONTH - AFRICA MONDO label.
Associations and NGOs duly declared that will propose activities respecting the specifications of
the organizers through the conceptual framework will be able to benefit from a fixed financial
assistance ranging.

10
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ORGANISATION

L'organisation, la programmation, la planification et la
mise en ceuvre du Mois de I'Histoire des Noirs pour la
premiere fois en Afrique, en février 2020, au Bénin, au
Togo et les autres pays africains qui ont été choisis, sont
initiées et assurées par Africa Mondo, la Fédération
Internationale des Tables Rondes du Mois de I'Histoire
des Noirs et les associations locales et nationales. Pour
mieux agir, les organisateurs ont créé 3 poéles de travail.

I. Pole programmation, logistique et mise en ceuvre

- Coordination générale du Black History Month

- Lancement et suivi de I'appel a projets

- Recherche de bénévoles

- Organisation et management des activités proposées
par les Organisateurs.

Il. Pole Financement et aspects juridiques

Recherche de commanditaires, partenaires financiers et
montage des dossiers administratifs de demandes de
subventions.

Ill. Pole Communication, Relations publiques et
partenariats

- Plan global de communication sur I'événement (presse
écrite, radio, TV, média en ligne, mobilier urbain)

- Médias sociaux (équipe de community manager, suivi
sur les réseaux et communication virale)

- Recherche de partenaires pour assurer la
communication sur tout le territoire national

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mois DE L'HISTOIRE DES NOIRS, EN AFRIQUE

PLANNING

The organization, the programming, the planning and the
implementation of the Black History Month for the first
time in Africa, in February 2020, all over Benin, Togo and
selected African countries, are initiated and ensured by
Africa Mondo and its co-organizers to whom institutional
and sponsors partners can join. To better act, the
organizers created 3 poles of work.

I. Programming, Logistics and Implementation Pole

- General Coordination of Black History Month - Africa
Mondo

- Launching and follow-up of the call for projects

- Search for volunteers

- Organization and management of the activities
proposed by the Organizers.

II. Financing and Legal Department
Search for sponsors, financial partners and editing of
administrative documents for grant applications.

[ll. Communication, Public Relations and Partnerships
Division

- Global communication plan for the event (written press,
radio, TV, online media, street furniture)

- Social media (community manager team, monitoring on
networks and viral communication)

- Search for partners to ensure communication
throughout the national territory

BLACK

HISTORY
MONTH

Africa M()NI&

AFRICA 11



/

CHRONOLOGIE

1°" OCTOBRE 2019

Lancement appel
a projets

15 DECEMBRE 2019

Cloture de I'appel a
projets

25 JANVIER 2020

Conférence de
presse

1°" FEVRIER 2020

Lancement du
Black History
Month Africa

29 FEVRIER 2020

Cléture du
Black History
Month Africa

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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CHRONOLOGY

OCTOBER 1%, 2019

Call for projects

DECEMBER 15 2019

Deadline of call for
projects

JANUARY 25%, 2020

Press conference

FEBRUARY 1%, 2020

Black History Month
Africa opening

FEVRIER 29", 2020

Black History Month
Africa closing

BLACK
HISTORY o Y

MONTH
12
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OFFICIAL PROGRAM BLACK HISTORY MONTH AFRICA
- BENIN -

Saturday 1°t February
Official Opening Ceremony BLACK HISTORY MONTH AFRICA
Venue : Abomey-Calavi Wharf

Sunday 2" February

Launching of the Economic and Touristic village of the BLACK HISTORY MONTH ( BHMA-
Benin)

Venue : AfricaMondo, Zopah- Arconville, Abomey-Calavi. 2PM

Monday 3rd February
Presentation of a Literary Art
Venue :Africa Mondo, Zopah- Arconville, Abomey-Calavi.

Launching of the BHMA Permanent Exibition. 6PM BLACK
HISTORY

Wednesday 5" February MONTH

CONFERENCE

Historical and currency perspectives in francophone Africa
Venue: Africa Mondo, Abomey-Calavi 6 PM

Thursday 6 February

CONFERENCE

Journalism and chequebook in Africa, what information for the public ?
Venue : Africa Mondo, Zopah- Arconville, Abomey-Calavi. 6PM

Saturday 8™ —Sunday 9" February :

Educational Workshop

Knowledge of the History of Africa and Caribbean Afro-descendants through Pedagogical
and Digital workshops.

Venue: Ecolojah, Pahou Ouidah.

13



Sunday 9% February

CONFERENCE

Religious Cohabitation in Africa, Benin case study.

Venue: Africa Mondo, Zopah-Arconville, Abomey-calavi. 3PM

Thursday 13™ February

CONFERENCE

Africans and Afro-descendants in arts, technology, cinema and sports.
Venue: Africa Mondo, Zopah- Arconville, Abomey-Calavi.

Friday 14™ February

CONFERENCE

Afro-descendants’ return to Africa : What welcoming program ?
Venue: Africa Mondo, Zopah-Arconville, Abomey-Calavi. 6 PM

Saturday 15" February

CONFERENCE:

Polygamy in Africa: between tradition and modernity? 6 PM
Venue: Africa Mondo, zopah-Arconville, Abomey-calavi.

Monday 17t February

CONFERENCE:

Debating with university and institutes students in Benin. 10 AM
Venue : EIGB, Aibatin, Cotonou

Tuesday 18™ February

International roundtable of young African and Afro-descendant Leaders

Launching of an entrepreneurial platform between young Africans and Afro-descendants.
Venue : Ecole Internationale de Graphisme au Bénin (EIGB), Cotonou.10 AM

Wednesday 19t February

WOMEN AND SENIORS’ DAY

Contribution of women and elders regarding African lifestyles.
Venue: Africa Mondo, zopah-Arconville, Abomey-Calavi.

Saturday 22" — Sunday 23" February
Touring historical sites

Memorial tourism. 8:30/5PM
Sites : Abomey, Ouidah, Ganvié, Porto-novo, Allada. BLACK
HISTORY

Sunday 23™ February MONTH
| AFRICA]

CONFERENCE AND DEMONSTRATION
Vodoun: The Fa Signs and behavioural attitudes in society
Venue: Africa Mondo, zopah-Arconville, Abomey-Calavi. 3 PM

14



CONFERENCE
African Goddesses and Spiritual Essence: Matriarchal origin of African societies.
Venue : Africa Mondo, Zopah-Arconville, Abomey-Calavi 6PM

Monday 24" February

Evening on African consciousness and thinking

Presentation of a parliamentary motion to formalize Black History Month in Africa.
Awards ceremony: “Africa’s Builder”

Venue: Maison du people Abomey-Calavi. 6 PM

Tuesday 25% February

DEBATE

Education and Training: great challenges for Africa ?
Venue : Centre Panaf, Etoile rouge, Cotonou.

Wednesday 26%™ February : Exchange and Sharing
African and Afro-Caribbean art in global consciousness and economy
Venue : Africa Mondo, Zopah-Arconville, Abomey-calavi

Wednesday 26 February

CONFERENCE

African or Black: who are we?

Venue: Africa Mondo, Zopah-Arconville, Abomey-Calavi 6PM

Thursday 27%" February

“DEKOLAJ AU COCO” on the NOKOUE Lake.
Traditional sharing of an Afro-Caribbean breakfast
Discussions on water Symbolism in Black Africa
Venue : Abomey-Calavi Wharf. 8 AM

CONFERENCE
Inspiring Black women,do they really matter in Africa?
Venue: Africa Mondo, Zopah-Arconville, Abomey-Calavi 6PM

Saturday 29t February
Closing of the Black History Month: International Inspiring Black Women’s Contest Gala
Venue: Maison du peuple, Abomey-Calavi. 7PM

BLACK
HISTORY

MONTH
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